
Education  
and Training

Laying the foundations of 
the European Education Area: 

for an innovative, inclusive 
and values based education

P R O G R AMM E



8:30 - 9:00 PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION

9:00 - 9:15
Copper Hall

OPENING STATEMENT 

 •  Tibor Navracsics - European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport

9:15 - 9:45
Copper Hall

KEYNOTE INTERVENTIONS

 • Samantha Cristoforetti – ESA Astronaut

 • Audrey Azoulay - Director-General of UNESCO

9:45 - 9:50
Copper Hall

GREETINGS FROM THE BULGARIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EU

 • Krasimir Valchev – Minister of Education and Science of Bulgaria

9:50 -10:00 MUSICAL INTERLUDE - Démos Orchestra, Lille

HIGH LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION:  COUNTDOWN TO 2025   
A VISION FOR THE EUROPEAN EDUCATION AREA

10:00 - 11:00
Copper Hall

 •  Tibor Navracsics – European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport

 •  Jean-Michel Blanquer – Minister of Education of France

 • Petra Kammerevert – Chair of Committee on Culture and Education, European Parliament

 •  Anna Ekström – Minister for Upper Secondary School and Adult Education  
and Training of Sweden

 • Zoltán Balog – Minister of Human Capacities of Hungary

FIRST BLOCK – THE EUROPEAN EDUCATION AREA 2025 

11:10 - 12:10 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Copper Hall   1.1  PANEL: EXCELLENCE, AUTONOMY AND RECOGNITION,  
IS THAT WHAT TEACHERS NEED? 

 • Jolanta Okuniewska – Teacher and Finalist for Global Teacher Prize 2016

 • Evgenia Peeva-Kirova – Founder and CEO, Teach for Bulgaria

 • Marie-Martine Schyns – Minister for Education of the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles 
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Hall 300    1.2  MASTERCLASS: WHAT CAN WE (EU) DO FOR YOU? A PRESENTATION  
OF EU SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES.

 •  Marta Gutierrez Benet, Bodo Richter – DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture
   •  Maëva Roulette, DG Employment
   •  Patricia Perez-Gomez, Structural Reform Support Service
   •  Patricia Wruuck, Economist, Economics Department of the European Investment Bank 

The Arc    1.3  MASTERCLASS: HOW TO RAISE QUALITY AND EQUITY IN SCHOOL  
EDUCATION? FROM PRINCIPLES TO PRACTICE

 •  Kay Livingston – Professor of Educational Research, Policy and Practice,  
University of Glasgow, School of Education

Studio 213-215   1.4  PANEL: EDUCATION AND TRAINING MONITOR: EVIDENCE AND  
EDUCATION POLICY AGENDA 

 •  Bartek Lessaer – DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, Education and Training
     Monitor 2017 Coordinator

 •  Kristina Hauschildt – EUROSTUDENT project coordinator, German Centre for Higher  
Education Research and Science Studies (DZHW)

 •  Daniele Checchi – Professor of Economics, University of Milan

 •  Mary Mitchell O’Connor – Minister of State for Higher Education of Ireland

Studio 214-216   1.5 PANEL: WHO IS AFRAID TO INVEST IN EDUCATION?

 • Ambroise Fayolle – Vice-President, EIB

 • Matias Rodriguez Inciarte – President of Santander Universidades, Grupo Santander

 • Līga Lejiņa - State Secretary, Ministry of Education and Science of Latvia

Silver Hall   1.6  PANEL:  THE FUTURE EUROPEAN EDUCATION AREA: A VIEW FROM  
OUR SOCIAL PARTNERS AND CIVIL SOCIETY

 • Susan Flocken – European Director, European Trade Union Committee for Education  

 •  Daniel Wisniewski – General Secretary, European Federation of Education Employers

 •  Luis Alvarado Martinez – President, European Youth Forum

 •  David Lopez – President, Lifelong Learning Platform

 •  Maxime Cerutti – Director of Social affairs department, BUSINESSEUROPE

Studio 211-212  1.7  POLICY PITCH: EDUCATION WITHOUT VALUES, EDUCATION AT ALL?

 •  François-Xavier Bellamy – Philosopher, author and deputy mayor of Versailles

LUNCH BREAK

12:10 – 13:40 LUNCH AND VISIT OF THE IDEAS IN ACTION EXHIBIT
(Commissioner Navracsics hosts lunch at the Panoramic Hall for the Ministers and Speakers



SECOND BLOCK –   BASIC SKILLS AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

13:40 - 14:40
Copper Hall

HIGH LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION: BACK TO BASICS:  
HOW MUCH DO WE LOSE WHEN BASIC SKILLS AREN’T PROPERLY TAUGHT  
AND VALUES AREN’T PROMOTED?   

 • Tiago Brandão Rodrigues – Minister of Education of Portugal

 •  Iñigo Méndez De Vigo - Minister of Education, Culture and Sport of Spain

 •  Maja Makovec Brenčič – Minister of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia

 •  Margit Timakov – Master teacher, President of Estonian Association of Teachers

14:50 - 15:50 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Copper Hall   2.1  POLICY PITCH: ENGAGING WITH DISADVANTAGED PUPILS TO ENSURE  
NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND

 • Evarist Bartolo – Minister for Education and Employment of Malta

 • Manuela Prajea – Teacher, Traian National College in Romania

 •  Pablo Pineda – Diversity Consultant, Adecco Foundation

 • Francisco Mesonero – Director-General, Adecco Foundation

Studio 214-216   2.2  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: THE EARLIER THE BETTER,  
WHY A GOOD START WILL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

 • Céline Alvarez – Activist and author 

Silver Hall   2.3 MASTERCLASS: INCLUSIVE EDUCATION, EXPERIENCES FROM THE FRONTLINE

 • Caroline Boswell – Head of Education and Youth, Greater London Authority, Mayor’s Office

 • Éric Mestrallet – President, Espérance Banlieues

Studio 211-212  2.4  MASTERCLASS: ACCESSIBLE HIGHER EDUCATION NO MATTER WHERE  
YOU COME FROM – LEARNING FROM THE TRINITY ACCESS PROGRAMME

 •  Patrick Prendergast – Provost & President Trinity College Dublin, the University of Dublin

 •  Jean-Claude Marcourt – Vice-President and Minister for Higher Education, Research and the 
Media of the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles

The Arc  2.5  MASTERCLASS: THE POWER OF CULTURE TO FOSTER COHESION

 •  Szilveszter Ókovács – General Director, Hungarian State Opera

 •  Cristina Gamna Marchini – Head of School and Education Department, FAI – Fondo  
Ambiente Italiano, Apprendisti Ciceroni project

 •  Peter De Caluwé – Director, La Monnaie

 •  Clara Wagner – Director, Public and International Affairs, Philharmonie de Paris

Hall 300  2.6  PANEL: ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO! LEARNING THROUGH SPORT

 •  David Casinos – Paralympic gold medallist, “Trainers Paralimpicos” Programme, ONCE Foundation

 • Liesbeth Wyns – BX Community

   •   Lívia Járóka – Member of the European Parliament



THIRD BLOCK –  A GLIMPSE OF THE FUTURE:  
WHAT SKILLS FOR THE DECADES TO COME?

16:00 - 17:00
Copper Hall

PANEL:  APTITUDES OR ATTITUDES? ARE RESILIENCE AND TRANSVERSAL  
SKILLS WHAT SOCIETY AND EMPLOYERS NEED? 

 •  Hilde Crevits – Vice-President of the Flemish Government and Flemish  
Minister for Education

 • Ingrid van Engelshoven – Minister for Education, Culture and Science of the Netherlands  

 • Péter Halácsy – Co-founder of Prezi and Director of the Budapest School

 • Tom Hall – General Manager, LEGO Education International 

 • Marja Makarow – Director, Biocenter Finland

17:10 - 18:10 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Hall 300   3.1  PANEL: IS THERE A ROLE FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN TEACHING  
DIGITAL COMPETENCES?  

 • Rodrigo Del Prado – Deputy General Manager, BQ

 • Alberto Valero – Director, Educational Projects, BQ

 • Piotr Pluta – Director, Corporate Affairs, Cisco

Copper Hall   3.2  WORKSHOP: FROM DIGITAL SKILLS TO A DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP,  
BEING DIGITALLY COMPETENT IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE

 • Panagiotis Kampylis – SELFIE project Leader, Joint Research Centre, European Commission

 • Anita Breuer – Co-founder, CEO – Logiscool

   • Eva Maydell – Member of the European Parliament

The Arc   3.3  MASTERCLASS: THE HIDDEN CHARM OF STEM: HOW TO MAKE THEM  
MORE ATTRACTIVE?

 • David Calle – Teacher and Nominee for Global Teacher Prize 2017

 •  Jean-Luc Richter – Physics and Chemistry teacher, Lycée Jean-Baptiste Schwilgué,  
Sélestat, Vice president Science on Stage France

 •  Blaženka Divjak – Minister of Science and Education of the Republic of Croatia

Studio 211-212   3.4  PANEL:  TO TEACH OR NOT TO TEACH ENTREPRENEURSHIP,  
IS IT STILL A QUESTION?

 • Merete Riisager Andersen – Minister of Education of Denmark

 • Ludovic Thilly – Chair of the Coimbra Group Executive Board

 • Iolanda Giovidelli – Headmaster, I.I.S Liceale Q.O Flaco – Portici (Naples)

 • Henrik Svensson – Master School Manager, EIT InnoEnergy

Studio 213-215   3.5  WORKSHOP: CHILDREN AS ACTORS FOR TRANSFORMING SOCIETY (CATS): 
DISCOVER TRANSVERSAL SKILLS THROUGH THE HUMAN LIBRARY

 •  Darren Bird, Jean Gordon, Lilyana Slavova, Emily Peters and  
Roxanne Landais – CATS members and facilitators



Silver Hall   3.6  MASTERCLASS: FROM STEM TO STEAM, WHEN OPPOSITES ATTRACT

 •  François Taddei – Director, Center for Research and Interdisciplinarity (CRI)

 •  Denitsa Sacheva – Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Bulgaria

Studio 214-216   3.7  OPEN UP!: THE ART OF UNDERSTANDING AND BEING UNDERSTOOD

 •  Representatives from Open UP! Let youth be heard so educate youth to debate’

CLOSING SESSION (PLENARY SESSION)

18:20 - 18:30 CLOSING REMARKS: Next steps and the way forward 

Cooper Hall  •  Martine Reicherts – Director-General, DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture,  
European Commission

18:30 - 20:00 Closing reception and Ideas in Action Exhibition






